DISPLAY APPARATUS FOR PLUSH ITEMS 


Field Of The Invention 

The present invention relates generally to point-of-sale packaging. More particularly, the 
present invention relates to point-of-sale packaging for compressible or plush items (e.g., 
5 pillows, plush toys, knit apparel, and the like). 

Background Of The Invention 

Various devices exist that aid in the display of goods for retail sale, and particularly that 
aid in the display of soft goods such as plush toys, pillows, towels, and apparel items. In order to 
optimally display a soft good, such as a plush toy, pillow, towel, apparel item, or the like, it is 

10 preferable to display the item in an attractive way, and permit the tactile examination of the item 
by the consumer prior to sale. It is also preferable to provide a display system to minimize shelf 
space taken up by the item, for example by hanging if possible, and provide a system by which, 
if a potential consumer removes the item from the packaging in order to examine the product, the 
replacement of the product within the packaging can be accomplished without undue 

15 inconvenience by the consumer, or perhaps more typically, retail staff. Such repackaging or 
resetting of the display modality will preferably not be obtrusive or objectionable to later 
potential purchasers of the particular instance of the good — that is, later consumers will 
preferably not reject the good that has been repackaged or subject to a reset display modality as 
being "already opened" and thus tainted by handling by others not concerned with maintaining 

20 the quality of the product. As a result, such violated items must often be returned to the 
manufacturer or sold at a substantial discount. 
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In addition, the retail packaging or display modality will preferably reduce the need or 
desire of the consumer to remove the packaging or display modality in order to examine the 
retail item — in other words, the consumer will preferably be able to make a decision whether to 
purchase the item without disturbing the display modality or packaging. Tactile examination, i.e, 
5 the "feel" or "touch" of soft goods is important to the consumer. Many soft goods are designed 
and purchase to provide comfort to the user, so that the feel of the product on the users skin is of 
paramount importance in the purchasing decision. The "feel" of a product is not limited to its 
surface feel. The degree to which the product is subject to compression, its resilience against 
such compression, it re-expansion following such compression, and other qualities relating to 
10 cushioning is of importance to the consumer, particularly when the item is a pillow or plush toy. 
It is also a key consideration of any display modality that the modality itself will not cause the 
good to be damaged, even in cases of rough handling by the consumer. 

While packaging of soft goods in boxes or shrink wrapped in clear plastic provide 
protection to the soft good, when consumers violate this packaging in order to tactilely examine 

1 5 an item, it is often obvious to later consumers that the packaging has been violated, making the 
particular instance of the product (the individual item) more difficult to sell to later consumers. 
Shrink wrap, in addition to preventing surface feel examination, often interferes with an 
examination of the compression feel of an item, for example because the item is compressed as 
part of the shrink-wrapping process. In addition, boxes and shrink-wrapped packages typically 

20 require additional shelf space in comparison to display modalities in which the product is hung, 
for example on a rod mounted on shelf backing and pointed towards the consumer. This 
hanging-based display modality makes better use of space and requires less hardware (esp. 
shelving) than providing shelf-based display. 
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Commonly, hang tags are used as a retail display modality that reduces shelf space 
required for display of an item. These may be of several types. For example, a fabric loop or 
plastic D-shaped ring or O-shaped ring may be sewn into the item, preferably in a strong or 
reinforced location on the item, such as a seam or corner. These may be subject to rough 
5 handling, however, by consumers who are not concerned with the quality of the item, and this 
may cause tearing or other imperfections at the joinder of the loop or ring to the item. 

Another popular hanging modality is a plastic ring having a T-extension, the T-extension 
being inserted through the fabric of the item with a device adapted to this purpose (a hang-tag 
gun), with the inserted T-extension serving as an anchor for the ring. In the event of non-woven 

10 fabrics such as vinyl, insertion of such a tag requires a hole to be made in the fabric. Even with 
woven fabrics, the hole required may be larger than holes naturally occurring in the weave. In 
addition to causing strain on the fabric at the point of anchoring, the T-extension may be subject 
to tearing out, causing tearing of the fabric. Even after purchase, when the ring is no longer 
required, when the end consumer cuts the ring off, the T-extension is left in the item. The tail of 

1 5 this T-extension may protrude from the item through the fabric, and may scratch the user's face 
or otherwise cause user discomfort, particularly with pillows or plush toys. Similar methods 
involving the use of plastic T-anchors are used to attach an item to a hanging card backer or 
other display type, with similar deleterious effects on the item to be displayed. 

There is, accordingly, a need for a packaging or display modality goods and particularly 
20 for soft or compressible goods and particularly for items such as pillows, plush toys, towels, and 
apparel items, sometimes collectively referred to herein as "plush" or "plush goods" that allows 
for display of the item taking up minimal shelf space (preferably by hanging display), and allows 
for tactile examination of the surface feel and compression feel by the end consumer without 
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disruption or violation of the packaging by the consumer. The packaging or display modality 
should not cause damage to the item, or cause a weakness to the item or a possible point of 
damage in the event of rough handling. It is also desirable that the display modality can be 
removed completely by the consumer, with none of the modality left in the product. 

5 Summary Of The Invention 

The present invention relates generally to point-of-sale packaging for retail goods. More 
particularly, the present invention relates to point-of-sale packaging for plush items (e.g., 
pillows, plush toys, knit apparel, and the like). A display apparatus in accordance with an 
exemplary embodiment of the present invention comprises a column and a strap extending 
10 between the top end of the column and the bottom end of the column. The column and the strap 
cooperate to define an aperture. The aperture may be dimensioned to received a plush item (e.g., 
a pillow). 

In one aspect of an exemplary embodiment of the present invention a first uncovered 
portion of the plush item extends beyond a first side of the display apparatus and a second 

1 5 uncovered portion of the plush item extends beyond a second side of the display apparatus. The 
first uncovered portion and the second uncovered portion are not covered by the display 
apparatus. Accordingly, the first uncovered portion and the second uncovered portion are 
available for visual and tactile examination. For example, a consumer considering the purchase 
of the plush item can squeeze it and evaluate its resilience against compression. Another quality 

20 relating to cushioning. 

The display apparatus covers a covered portion of the plush item. In same advantageous 
embodiments, the first uncovered portion has a surface area that is greater than a surface area of 
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the covered portion. Also in some advantageous embodiments, the second uncovered portion 
has a surface area that is greater than the surface area of the covered portion. 

In some useful embodiments of the present invention, the aperture is dimensioned to 
receive the plush item when the plush item is assuming a compressed shape. Once the plush 
5 item is disposed within the aperture, it may be allowed to assume an expanded shape. When the 
plush item expands, it may press against the column and the strap of the display apparatus. 

In some useful embodiments of the present invention, the strap and the column are 
capable of providing restraining forces that are substantially equal and opposite to expansion 
forces created by the plush item as it seeks to return to a relaxed, expanded shape. The plush 

10 item and the strap may meet one another at a first interface. Similarly, the plush item and the 
column may meet one another at a second interface. The expansion of the plush item and the 
restraining forces provided by the display apparatus may facilitate the production of one or more 
friction forces at the first interface and the second interface. These friction forces may 
advantageously resist relative movement between the plush item and the display apparatus. In 

1 5 some useful embodiments of the present invention, the aperture of the display apparatus is 

dimensioned such that the combined magnitude of one or more friction forces is greater than the 
weight of the plush item. When this is the case, these friction forces may prevent the plush item 
and the display apparatus from separating during handling. 

In some embodiments of the present invention, friction at the interfaces between the 
20 plush item and the display apparatus is the sole means of fixing the plush item relative to the 
display apparatus. When this is the case, the plush item can be easily and non-destructively 
separated from the display apparatus by urging the plush item to assume a more compressed 
shape and withdrawing the plush item from the aperture of the display apparatus. For example, a 
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consumer considering the purchase of the plush item can remove the plush item from the display 
apparatus. When the evaluation is complete, the plush item can be urged into a more compressed 
shape and reinserted into the aperture of the display apparatus. 

In some useful embodiments of the present invention, the column provides a convenient 
5 means for grasping the combined display apparatus and plush item. In some cases, for example, 
a width of the column is selected such that the column can be received between the thumb and 
forefinger of a human hand. Also in some cases, the column may include a side panel that has 
sufficient surface area to receive a human thumb when the column is gripped between the thumb 
and forefinger. Additionally, the column may include a second side panel that has sufficient 
10 surface area to receive one or more fingers. 

Description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 is a front view showing a display apparatus in accordance with an exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 2 is an additional front view including display apparatus shown in the previous 

15 figure. 

Figure 3 is a side view showing a display apparatus in accordance with an exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention. 

Figure 4 is a front view showing a display apparatus in accordance with an exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention. 
20 Figure 5 is a plan view of a blank in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the 

present invention. 

Figure 6 is an isometric view of blank shown in the previous figure. 

Figure 7 is another isometric view of blank shown in the previous figure. 
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Figure 8 is an additional isometric view of blank shown in the previous figure. 
Figure 9 is yet another isometric view of blank shown in the previous figure. 
Figure 10 is still another isometric view of blank shown in the previous figure. 
Figure 1 1 is an isometric view showing a display apparatus formed from blank shown in 
5 the previous figure. 

Figure 12 is an isometric view showing a display apparatus in accordance with an 
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. 

Detailed Description 
The following detailed description should be read with reference to the drawings, in 
10 which like elements in different drawings are numbered identically. The drawings, which are not 
necessarily to scale, depict selected embodiments and are not intended to limit the scope of the 
invention. Examples of constructions, materials, dimensions, and manufacturing processes are 
provided for selected elements. All other elements employ that which is known to those of skill 
in the field of the invention. Those skilled in the art will recognize that many of the examples 
1 5 provided have suitable alternatives that can be utilized. 

Figure 1 is a front view showing a display apparatus 100 in accordance with an 
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. Display apparatus 100 comprises a column 102 
having a top end 104 and a bottom end 106. A strap 108 of display apparatus 100 extends 
between top end 104 of column 102 and bottom end 106 of column 102. In the embodiment of 
20 figure 1, strap 108 comprises a top panel 120, a bottom panel 122 and a messial panel (not 
visible in figure 1) that extends between top panel 120 and bottom panel 122. 
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Column 102 and strap 108 of display apparatus 100 cooperate to define an aperture. In 
figure 1, a plush item 124 is shown extending through the aperture of display apparatus 100. In 
the embodiment of figure 1, plush item 124 comprises a pillow 126. 

Figure 2 is an additional front view including display apparatus 100 shown in the 
5 previous figure. With reference to figure 2, it will be appreciated that a first uncovered portion 
128 of pillow 126 extends beyond a first side 130 of display apparatus 100 and a second 
uncovered portion 132 of pillow 126 extends beyond a second side 134 of display apparatus 100. 
In the embodiment of figure 2, first uncovered portion 128 and second uncovered portion 132 are 
not covered by display apparatus 100. 

10 With reference to figure 2, it will be appreciated that first uncovered portion 128 and 

second uncovered portion 132 of pillow 126 are available for visual and tactile examination. For 
example, a consumer considering the purchase of pillow 126 can squeeze pillow 126 to evaluate 
its resilience against compression and other qualities relating to cushioning. In figure 2, a first 
hand 136 is shown squeezing first uncovered portion 128 and a second hand 138 is shown 

1 5 squeezing second uncovered portion 132. 

Display apparatus 100 of figure 2 comprises a column 102 and a strap 108. Strap 108 
includes a top panel 120 and a bottom panel 122. In figure 2, a hang tab 140 is fixed to top panel 
120. Hang tab 140 defines a hole 142. In figure 2, column 102 is shown covering a covered 
portion 1 10 of pillow 126. With reference to figure 2, it will be appreciated that first uncovered 

20 portion 128 has a surface area that is greater than a surface area of covered portion 1 10. With 
continuing reference to figure 2, it will be appreciated that second uncovered portion 132 also 
has a surface area that is greater than the surface area of covered portion 1 10. In the embodiment 
of figure 2, column 102 has a width W. With reference to figure 2, it will be appreciated that 


width W of column 102 is selected such that first uncovered portion 128 and second uncovered 
portion 132 both have a surface area that is greater than the surface area of covered portion 110. 

Figure 3 is a side view showing a display apparatus 200 in accordance with an exemplary 
embodiment of the present invention. Display apparatus 200 comprises a column 202 and a strap 
5 208. In figure 3, strap 208 is shown extending between a top end 204 of column 202 and bottom 
end 206 of column 202. In the embodiment of figure 3, strap 208 comprises a top panel 220, a 
bottom panel 222 and a messial panel 244. 

With reference to figure 3, it will be appreciated that column 202 and strap 208 define an 
aperture 246 of display apparatus 200. In the embodiment of figure 3, a plush item 224 is shown 
10 extending through aperture 246. Plush item 224 comprises a pillow 226 in the embodiment of 
figure 3. 

In some useful embodiments of the present invention, aperture 246 is dimensioned to 
receive pillow 226 when pillow 226 is assuming a compressed shape. Once pillow 226 is 
disposed within aperture 246, pillow 226 may be allowed to assume an expanded shape. When 

15 pillow 226 expands, it presses against column 202 and strap 208. A plurality of expansion forces 
248 created by pillow 226 are illustrated with arrows in figure 3. A plurality of restraining forces 
250 provided by strap 208 and column 202 are also illustrated using arrows in figure 3. In some 
useful embodiments of the present invention, strap 208 and column 202 are capable of providing 
restraining forces 250 that are substantially equal and opposite to expansion forces 248. 

20 With reference to figure 3, it will be appreciated that pillow 226 and strap 208 meet one 

another at a first interface 252. With continuing reference to figure 3, it will be appreciated that 
pillow 226 and column 202 meet one another at a second interface 254. The expansion of pillow 
226 and the restraining forces 250 provided by display apparatus 200 may facilitate the 
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production of one or more friction forces at first interface 252 and second interface 254. These 
friction forces may advantageously resist relative movement between the pillow 226 and display 
apparatus 200. In some useful embodiments of the present invention, aperture 246 of display 
apparatus 200 is dimensioned such that the combined magnitude of the one or more friction 
forces is greater than the weight of pillow 226. When this is the case, these friction forces may 
prevent pillow 226 and display apparatus 200 from separating during handling. 

In some embodiments of the present invention, friction at the interfaces between the 
pillow and the display apparatus is the sole means of fixing the pillow relative to the display 
apparatus. When this is the case, the pillow can be easily and non-destructively separated from 
the display apparatus by urging the pillow to assume a more compressed shape and withdrawing 
the pillow from the aperture of the display apparatus. For example, a consumer considering the 
purchase of a pillow can remove the pillow from the display apparatus. When the evaluation is 
complete, the pillow can be urged into a more compressed shape and re-inserted into the aperture 
of the display apparatus. 

In the embodiment of figure 3, column 202 includes a side panel 256. In some useful 
embodiments of the present invention, side panel 256 has sufficient surface area to receive a 
human thumb, when column 202 is gripped between the thumb and one or more fingers. 

Figure 4 is a front view showing a display apparatus 300 in accordance with an 
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. Display apparatus 300 includes a strap 308 
comprising a top panel 320 and a bottom panel 322. With reference to figure 4, it will be 
appreciated that strap 308 extends between a top end 304 and a bottom end 306 of a column 302 
of display apparatus 300. 
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In the embodiment of figure 4, column 302 is being gripped between a thumb 358 and a 
finger 360 of a hand 362. In figure 4, a supporting force 364 provided by hand 362 is illustrated 
using an arrow. In figure 4, a plush item 324 is shown extending through an aperture defined by 
strap 308 and column 302. In the embodiment of figure 4, plush item 324 comprises a pillow 
5 326. 

In some useful embodiments of the present invention, aperture 346 is dimensioned to 
receive pillow 326 when pillow 326 is assuming a compressed shape. Once pillow 326 is 
disposed within aperture 346, pillow 326 may be allowed to assume an expanded shape. When 
pillow 326 expands, it presses against column 302 and strap 308. 

10 The expansion of pillow 326 and restraining forces provided by display apparatus 300 

may facilitate the production of one or more friction forces at an interface between pillow 326 
and display apparatus 300. These friction forces may advantageously resist relative movement 
between the pillow 326 and display apparatus 300. 

In figure 4, a weight force 366 created by the weight of pillow 326 is illustrated using an 

1 5 arrow. In the embodiment of figure 4, aperture 346 of display apparatus 300 is dimensioned 
such that the friction force between display apparatus 300 and pillow 326 is capable of 
supporting the weight of pillow 326. Accordingly, the friction between display apparatus 300 
and pillow 326 is sufficient to prevent pillow 326 from falling due to the effect of gravity in the 
embodiment of figure 4. 

20 Figure 5 is a plan view of a blank 1 168 in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of 

the present invention. Blank 1 168 comprises a top panel 1 120, a bottom panel 1 122 and a 
column portion 1 1 70 disposed between top panel 1 120 and bottom panel 1 122. Column portion 
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1 170 and bottom panel 1 122 are joined at a first fold line 1 172. Column portion 1 170 is also 
joined to top panel 1 120 at a second fold line 1 174. 

Top panel 1 120 is joined to a messial panel 1 144 at a third fold line 1 176. In some useful 
embodiments of the present invention, distal end 1 178 of messial panel 1 144 can be selectively 
5 coupled to bottom panel 1 122 so that messial panel 1 144, bottom panel 1 122 and top panel 1 120 
form a strap. In the embodiment of figure 5, a first tab 1 180 is disposed proximate distal end 
1 178 of messial panel 1 144. Also in the embodiment of figure 5, bottom panel 1 122 defines a 
first slot 1 182. In some useful embodiments of the present invention, first tab 1 180 and first slot 
1 182 are dimensioned such that first tab 1 180 can be inserted into first slot 1 182. 

10 With reference to figure 5, it will be appreciated that messial panel 1 144 defines a second 

slot 1 184. Bottom panel 1 122 includes a first cut 1 186 that defines a second tab 1 188. In some 
useful embodiments of the present invention, second tab 1 188 and second slot 1 184 are 
dimensioned so that a portion of second tab 1 188 can be inserted into second slot 1 184. In the 
embodiment of figure 5, distal end 1 178 of messial panel 1 144 can be coupled to bottom panel 

15 1 1 22 by inserting first tab 1 1 80 into first slot 1 1 82 and inserting second tab 1 1 88 into second slot 
1 184. In this manner, a mechanically interlocking connection may be formed. 

Column portion 1 170 of blank 1 168 comprises a first major panel 1 190 and a second 
major panel 1 192. A first side panel 1 156 of column portion 1 170 is disposed between first 
major panel 1 190 and second major panel 1 192. First side panel 1 156 joins second major panel 

20 1 192 at a fourth fold line 1 194. First side panel 1 156 and first major panel 1 190 join one another 
at a fifth fold line 1 196. A second side panel 1157 is joined to first major panel 1 190 at a sixth 
fold line 1 198. Second side panel 1 157 joins a column flap 1200 at an seventh fold line 1202. 


12 


Column portion 1 170 of blank 1 168 defines a third slot 1204. A third tab 1206 extends 
beyond one side of second major panel 1 192. In the embodiment of figure 5, third tab 1206 and 
third slot 1204 are dimensioned such that third tab 1206 can be inserted into third slot 1204. 
Third tab 1206 can be inserted into third slot 1204, for example, when column portion 1 170 is 
5 folded to form a column. In the embodiment of figure 5, a bottom flap 1208 joins bottom panel 
1 122 at an eighth fold line 1230. 

Figure 6 is an isometric view of blank 1 168 shown in the previous figure. With reference 
to figure 6 it will be appreciated that blank 1 168 is formed from a single sheet 1220. Sheet 1220 
may comprise various materials without deviating from the spirit and scope of the present 
10 invention. Examples of materials that may be suitable in some applications include corrugated 
paper, card stock, and plastic. One example of a plastic product that may be suitable in some 
application is COROPLAST corrugated plastic sheeting, available from Coroplast, Inc. of 
Dallas, Texas. 

Blank 1 168 of figure 6 comprises a column portion 1 170, a messial panel 1 144, a bottom 
15 panel 1 122, and a top panel 1 120. With reference to figure 6, it will be appreciated that top panel 
1 120 includes a second cut 1224 that defines a hang tab 1 140. Hang tab 1 140 defines a hole 
1 142. In figure 6, hang tab 1 140 is shown hingingly connected to top panel 1 120 at a ninth fold 
line 1226. 

Several fold lines are illustrated using dashed lines in figure 6. In some useful 
20 embodiments of the present invention, each fold line comprises a localized area of weakness. 
Each localized area of weakness may comprise various elements without deviating from the 
spirit and the scope of the present invention. Examples of elements that may be suitable in some 
applications include a perf cut, a score cut and a crease. 
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Figure 7 is another isometric view of blank 1 168 shown in the previous figure. In the 
embodiment of figure 7, column portion 1 170 of blank 1 168 is folded along sixth fold line 1 198 
and seventh fold line 1202. With reference to figure 7, it will be appreciated that second side 
panel 1 157 and first major panel 1 190 define an angle in the embodiment of figure 7. Similarly, 
5 second side panel 1 157 and column flap 1200 also define an angle in the embodiment of figure 7. 
With reference to figure 7, it will be appreciated that third slot 1204 defined by column portion 
1 170 of blank 1 168 is disposed proximate seventh fold line 1202. 

Figure 8 is an additional isometric view of blank 1 168 shown in the previous figure. In 
the embodiment of figure 8, column portion 1 170 of blank 1 168 is folded along fifth fold line 
10 1 196. With reference to figure 8, it will be appreciated that second side panel 1 157 and first 
major panel 1 190 define an angle in the embodiment of figure 8. With continuing reference to 
figure 8, it will be appreciated that third tab 1206 extends beyond one side of second major panel 
1 192. In the embodiment of figure 8, third tab 1206 and third slot 1204 are dimensioned such 
that third tab 1206 can be inserted into third slot 1204. Third tab 1206 can be inserted into third 
15 slot 1204, for example, when column portion 1 170 is folded to form a column. 

Figure 9 is yet another isometric view of blank 1 168 shown in the previous figure. In the 
embodiment of figure 9, column portion 1 170 of blank 1 168 is folded along fourth fold line 
1 194. In figure 9, third tab 1206 is shown extending through third slot 1204. In the embodiment 
of figure 9, first major panel 1 190, second major panel 1 192, first side panel 1 156, second side 
20 panel 1 157, and column flap 1200 cooperate to form a column 1 102. 

A cavity 1228 defined by column 1 102 is visible in figure 9. In some cases, cavity 1228 
may be dimensioned to receive and hold literature (e.g., product care instructions) and/or 
accessories (e.g., extra parts). In the embodiment of figure 9, third tab 1206 and third slot 1204 
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preferably cooperate to retain column portion 1 170 of blank 1 168 in a column shaped 
configuration. 

Figure 10 is still another isometric view of blank 1 168 shown in the previous figure. In 
the embodiment of figure 10, blank 1168 is folded along first fold line 1172 and eighth fold line 
1230. With reference to figure 10, it will be appreciated that bottom panel 1 122 and column 
1 102 define an angle in the embodiment of figure 10. Also in figure 10, bottom flap 1208 is 
disposed at an angle relative to bottom panel 1 122. 

With reference to figure 10, it will be appreciated that first slot 1 182 defined by bottom 
panel 1 122 of blank 1 168 is disposed proximate eighth fold line 1230. In some useful 
embodiments of the present invention, distal end 1 178 of messial panel 1 144 can be selectively 
coupled to bottom panel 1 122 so that messial panel 1 144, bottom panel 1 122 and top panel 1 120 
form a strap. In figure 10, first tab 1 180 can be seen disposed proximate distal end 1 178 of 
messial panel 1 144. In some useful embodiments of the present invention, first tab 1 180 and 
first slot 1 182 are dimensioned such that first tab 1 180 can be inserted into first slot 1 182. 

With reference to figure 10, it will be appreciated that messial panel 1 144 defines a 
second slot 1 184. A second tab 1 188 can be seen extending beyond bottom flap 1208 in figure 
10. In some useful embodiments of the present invention, second tab 1 188 and second slot 1 184 
are dimensioned so that a portion of second tab 1 188 can be inserted into second slot 1 184. In 
the embodiment of figure 10, distal end 1 178 of messial panel 1 144 can be coupled to bottom 
panel 1 122 by inserting first tab 1 180 into first slot 1 182 and inserting second tab 1 188 into 
second slot 1 184. In this manner, a mechanically interlocking connection may be formed. In 
some applications, a piece of adhesive tape may also be applied to blank 1 168 proximate first tab 
11 80 and second tab 1188. 


15 


Figure 1 1 is an isometric view showing a display apparatus formed from blank 1 168 
shown in the previous figure. In the embodiment of figure 11, blank 1 168 is folded along second 
fold line 1 1 74 and third fold line 1176. With reference to figure 1 1 , it will be appreciated that 
top panel 1 120 and column 1 102 define an angle in the embodiment of figure 11. Also in figure 
5 11, messial panel 1 144 is disposed at an angle relative to top panel 1 120. 

In the embodiment of figure 1 1 , first tab 1 1 80 is disposed in first slot 1 1 82 and second 
tab 1 188 is disposed in second slot 1 184 so that distal end 1 178 of messial panel 1 144 is coupled 
to bottom panel 1 122. In the embodiment of figure 11, bottom panel 1 122, messial panel 1 144 
and top panel 1 120 cooperate to form a strap 1 108. 

1 0 Figure 12 is an isometric view showing a display apparatus 900 in accordance with an 

exemplary embodiment of the present invention. Display apparatus 900 comprises a column 902 
and a strap 908. In figure 12, strap 908 is shown extending between a top end 904 of column 
902 and bottom end 906 of column 902. In the embodiment of figure 12, column 902 comprises 
a side panel 956. Also in the embodiment of figure 12, strap 908 comprises a top panel 920, a 

15 bottom panel 922 and a messial panel 944. With reference to figure 12, it will be appreciated 
that column 902 and strap 908 define an aperture 946 of display apparatus 900. In the 
embodiment of figure 12, column 902 is being gripped between a thumb 958 and a finger 960 of 
a hand 962. 

With reference to figure 12, it will be appreciated that side panel 956 of column 902 has 
20 sufficient surface area to receive thumb 958 when column 902 is gripped between thumb 958 
and finger 960. Column 902 also includes a second side panel (not visible in figure 12) that has 
sufficient surface area to receive one or more finger tips. Column 902 of display apparatus 900 
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has a width W. With reference to figure 12, it will be appreciated that width W of column 902 is 
selected such that the column can be received the thumb and forefinger of a human hand. 

Numerous characteristics and advantages of the invention covered by this document have 
been set forth in the foregoing description. It will be understood, however, that this disclosure is, 
5 in many respects, only illustrative. Changes may be made in details, particularly in matters of 
shape, size and ordering of steps without exceeding the scope of the invention. The invention's 
scope is, of course, defined in the language in which the appended claims are expressed. 
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